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Introduction
The genus Stipa L. is one of the largest genera in the family Poaceae in the Old World. It comprises over 150 species distributed in open grasslands and steppes, with species diversity in warm temperate regions over Europe, Asia and North Africa (Tzvelev 1976 , Martinovský 1980 , Nobis 2014 , Nobis et al. 2016 . It is worth noticing that species belonging to the genus that are new to science continue to be described. Approximately twenty species have been described in the last fifteen years from countries such as Bhutan, Spain, Morocco, Italy, Turkey, northern Africa, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, China, India and Tajikistan. Nevertheless, many regions, especially in mountains areas of Asia, still remain unexplored, and detailed studies are revealing new information on the distribution of feather grasses and new Stipa taxa (e.g. Noltie 1999 , Kotukhov 2002 , Nobis 2011 , 2013 , Nobis et al. 2014a , 2014b , 2014c , 2016 . This paper is a result of revision of herbarium materials as well as field studies carried out in the mountains of Central Asia in 2007-2016. The aim of this paper is to describe two new taxa of Stipa which were found during our studies. Because both of them differ from the most similar taxa only in having densely pubescent (not glabrous or scabrous) leaves of vegetative shoots, we decided to described them in the rank of variety. Diagnosis: Stipa orientalis var. ladakhorum differs from Stipa orientalis var. orientalis in having densely pubescent leaves of vegetative shoots vs. leaves scabrous respectively. Distribution and ecology: Stipa orientalis var. ladakhorum is known only from Jammu and Kashmir State in northern India (Western Himalayas). It is probable that the species may be found in the neighboring areas of Tibet, where similar habits occur. The species grows on rocks and in high mountain steppes, at elevation over 3000 m a.s.l.
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